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Thurgood Marshall 
As a young man, Thurgood Marshall said he planned to "wear life like a 
loose garment." This 26th stamp in the Black Heritage series remembers 
a man who truly lived a grand life, and whose struggles and achievements 
contributed greatly to the advances of the civil rights movement. 
Originally a lawyer with his own practice, Marshall began working as 
pro bono counsel for the Baltimore branch of the NAACP in 1934. By 
1936 he was working for the NAACP's national legal staff in New York 
City, and two years later he was promoted to chief counsel and 
became responsible for running the NAACP's legal office. 
Marshall began to argue cases before the Supreme Court when 
he became the director-counsel of the NAACP Legal Defense and 
Education Fund, Inc., in 1940. In 1954, he and his legal team prevailed 
in the landmark case, Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas, 
which effectively ended segregation in public schools. 
Marshall's appointment to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second 
Circuit by President John F. Kennedy in 1961 was followed by his appoint-
ment to solicitor general by President Johnson in 1965, where he won 
fourteen of the nineteen cases he argued before the U.S. Supreme Court. 
Two years later Marshall became the first African-American justice to 
serve on the U.S. Supreme Court. His 24-year tenure was marked by 
his commitment to defending constitutional rights and affirmative 
action and by his strong opposition to the death penalty. 
Thurgood Marshall died in 1993, just two years after retiring from the 
Supreme Court. On November 30, 1993, he was posthumously awarded 



































AMERICAN COMMEMORATIVE PANELS 
Thurgood 
Marshall 
WITH TH IS 26TH STAMP in the Black Heritage 
series, the U.S. Postal Service honors Thurgood 
Marshall. Marshall worked as a civil rights 
lawyer for many years before becoming the 
first African American to serve as solici-
tor general of the United States. He 
was also the first African American 
to serve as a U.S. Supreme Court 
justice. 
Born on July 2, 1908, Marshall 
graduated first in his law school 
class at Howard University in 
1933. By late 1936 he was working 
for the NAACP's national legal staff 
in New York City, and he became the 
first director-counsel of the NAACP Legal 
Defense and Education Fund, Inc., in 1940. 
Among his many high-profile victories were 
decisions in which the Supreme Court prohib-
ited the enforcement of racially restrictive real 
estate covenants and declared the practice of 
holding whites-only primaries unconstitutional. 
In 1954, Marshall and his legal team prevailed 
in the landmark Supreme Court case, Brown 
v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas, that 
struck down segregation in public schools. 
In 1961, President Kennedy appointed 
Marshall to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Second Circuit. He served on that court until 
1965, when President Johnson appointed him 
the first African-American solicitor general 
of the United States. As the nation's highest-
ranking lawyer, Marshall won 14 of the 19 
cases he argued for the U.S. before the 
Supreme Court. 
Marshall made history again in 1967, when 
he was sworn in as the first African-American 
justice of the U.S. Supreme Court. His 24-year 
tenure was marked by his commitment to 
defending constitutional rights and affirmative 
action and by his strong opposition to the 
death penalty. He distinguished himself with 
his passionate dissents, often sparring in 
writing with his more conservative colleagues. 
This stamp, featuring a photograph by 
Abdon Daoud Ackad, Sr., was designed by 
Richard Sheaff. It was issued on January 7, 
2003, in Washington, D. C. 
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